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given in the Hijajjul Krama ( a work of the Nawab). Even in Jaunpore, one Syad Mohanimed pretended to be the Mehdi, but he was not successful, only a small number of people joined him and their descendants are still to be fonnd in Hyderabad. Of the pretenders, those who were virtuous claimed the Mehdiship while they wrere in a state of sukr ( ecstacy ) and repented afterwards, but others represented themselves as Mehdi for the sake of territorial aggrandisement. Some of these latter were successful in some countries. For instance, a person named Mehdi was born among the Qarmta. He was a Jew but he passed himself as a si/ad and made a large number of people Rafzis. His family continued to reign over Egypt for several centuries without intermission. Such fitnas (disturbances) have always occurred in the world. Indeed, some people have had the audacity to pretend to be prophets while others have set themselves up as gods. These were, one and all, really dajals or Anti-Ohrists, The true prophet has prophesied that there will be about 30 false Anti-Christs among the Muhammadans. The names of all such pretenders are given in works on history, while the accounts of those who are appearing from time to time are being recorded by men of learning from time to time.
Ibn Abdirab~i-hi, in the third volume of the Iqd-ul-Farid, states that one man pretended to be Mehdi in the time of the caliph Mehdi, while another pretender appeared in Busreh, a third represented himself as Abraham, in the time of Mauiun ; a fourth claimed the Mehdiship in the time of Mehdi ; while a fifth appeared in the time of Khalid-bin-Abdula Qasri, who wrote a verse in opposition to one of the Quran.
A sixth pretender claimed the Mehdiship in the court of Abdulla-bin-Hazm. Shamam-bin-Ashras saw a man in imprison-* ment who pretended to be a prophet. The eighth man who claimed to be prophet appeared at Riqa in the time of Haroun Kashid. The ninth false prophet appeared in the time of Mamurn Rashid. The tenth and eleventh appeared in Kharasan and Kufa. The twelvth pretender was in the time of Mamun.